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ADDRESS, &. 


GENTLEMEN, 


——N CE the unerring Word of 
7 wu Gop aſſures us that (a) Godlineſs 
1 E H is profitable unto all Thingsy 
3 ' I having Promiſe of the Life that 
1 22 now is, and of that which is to 
2 II) come, great Care ought doubtleſs 
to be taken of the Sober and Chriſtian Educa- 
tion of thoſe Children, who by Divine Provi- 
dence have been committed to your Charge. 
Berore the time of the Moſaical Law, Abra- 
bam, who in holy Scripture is called (#) he 
Friend of GoD, 1 whom Gop ppate Face 1 
Face, had this Character given him by the Al- 
MIGHTY, (c) 1 know him that he will command 
his Children, and his Houſhold after bim, and they 
A 2 Hall 


— _ — 
* 


(a) 1 Tim. iv. 8. (5) 2 Cron. xx. 7. Je. xli. &. 
(% Gen, xviii. 19. 


If 


(4) 


ſhall keep the Way of the Lok b, to do Fuſtice and 
Fudement : that the Log o may bring upon Abra- 
ham that which be bath ſpoken of bim. 

Unvex the Law, Moſes gave this Command 
to the Children of Iſrael, (d) that the Words of 
Gop ſhould be in their Hearts, and they ſhould 
teach them diligently to their Children, and ſhould 
talk of them when they ſat in their Houſes, and 
oben they walked by the Way, and when they 
lay down, and when they roſe up. And Solomon 
tells us the ſweet and happy Effect or Conſe- 
quence of this Religious Courſe in thele Words, 
(e) My Son keep thy Father's Commandment, and 
forſake not the Law of thy Mother, bind them con- 
tinually upon thy Heart, and tye them about thy 
Neck. When thou goeſt it ſhall lead thee ; when 
thou ſleepeſt it ſhall keep thee, and when thou 
awakeſt it ſhall talk with thee. For the Com- 
mandment is a Lamp; and the Law is Light ; 
and Reproofs of Inſtruct ion are the Way of Life. 
* Joshva the Servant of Moſes having doubt- 
leſs received a Religious Education, and walking 
in Obedience to the Statutes of the Lo RD, made 
this Holy Reſolution in the Preſence of the El- 
ders, and the Judges of the Tribes of Iſrael, 
(f ) As for me and my Houſe we will ſerve the 
Lorp. And the People anſwered and ſaid, Gon 
forbid that wwe ſhould forſake the Lord, to ſerve 

other Gods, The ſame Chapter alſo acquaints 
us that 1/-ael ſerved the Lok p all the Days of 
Zoſpua, and of the Elders that overlived Joſhua : 
which manifeſts the prevailing Power and bleſſed 
Effects of Holy Precepts, and Holy Examples. 
King Solomon himſelf tells us, what Inſtructions 

He 


a 
— 


(4) Deut. vi. 6, 7. (e) Prov. vi. 20, 21, 22, 23. 


Jeb. xxiv. 15, 16. 


CY } 


He receiv'd from his Parents, (g) For, ſays 
he, I was my Father's Son, tender and only be- 
lived in the Sight of my Mother. He taugbt me 
alſo, and ſaid unto me, Let thine Heart retain my 
Words; keep my Commandments and live. Get 
Wiſdom, get Underſtanding ; forget it not, neither 
decline from the Words of my Mouth. Forſake ber 
not, and ſhe ſhall preſerve thee ; love her, and 
ſhe ſhall keep thee. Wiſdom is the principal Thing, 
therefore get Wiſdom, and with all thy getting, 
get Underſtanding. And we accordingly find, 
(2 Chron. 1. 10.) that this godly Advice had 
ſunk into his heart, for he there prays unto the 
Lorp for Wiſdom and Knowledge. In another 
Place he gives us this Admonition, (5) Train up 
a Child in the Way he ſhould go, and when be is 
old, be will not depart from it. And again, (i) 
Remember now thy Creator in the Days of thy 
Youth. In the New Teſtament we have the: 
{ame Direction, (k) Ye Fathers provoke not your 
Children to Wrath, but bring them up in the Nur- 
ture and Admonition of the Lord. Tis a very 
ſweet and lovely Character that is given of Ti- 
mothy, (I) That from a Child be bad knawn the 
holy Scriptures, which were able to make bim wiſe 
unto Salvation through Faith in CRRISH JESvS,; 


which made St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Phi- 


lippians, (Chap. ii. 20.) ſay of Him, I have no 


man like-minded who will naturally care for your 


State. Thus by the Grace of Gop, the ſame 
unteigned Faith was in Him which dwelt firſt in 
his holy Grandmother Lois, and his Mother 
Eunice, Theſe things being written for our Ex- 
amples and Inſtructions, ought moſt heedfully 
tO be attended to, as evet we hope ta ſee a lively 


Faith 


— — 


(8) Prev. Iv. 35 4» 5 6, . (hb) Prov. xxii. 6. 
(i) Ecce xii. 1, (4) Epbeſ. vi. 4. (1) 2 Tir. ii. g. 
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Faith with its genuine Fruits growing up and in- 
creaſing in our Children. 

i 2 * therefore not according to Appearance, but 
Judge righteous Judgment. Is it fitting that 
Youth (n) tainted, as they certhinly are, with 
Original or Birth-fin, ſhould be converſant with 
Books tending only to nouriſh this Diabolical 
Poiſon within them? Ought not thoſe who have 
been baptized into Car1sT, be diligently taught 
to put on CyrisT? And is it in the Power of 
Heathen Authors to teach them the heavenly 
Precepts of the meek and lowly Jzsus? Were 
not the Gentiles ſuch utter Strangers to inward, 
true, Goſpel-Humility, that they had no Word 
to expreſs it by? And can we not then believe, 
it muſt be dangerous for originally depraved 
Youth, to have ſo much precious Time conſumed 
in learning Pagan Writers? Do we not in fact 
find, that generally ſpeaking thoſe who have ac- 
quired what is call'd a Taſte for the Claſſicks, have 
Iittle or no true Reliſh for, and Inſight into the 
heart-rejoicing Sweets, the hidden T reaſures of 
Bible-knowledge ? May we not from hence con- 
clude, that theſe Books are written in a Spirit 
_ oppoſite to that of The Holy Book of GO 

ſo, right Reaſon as well as Religion, perſuades 

us to introduce ſuch Greek and Latin Authors in- 
to our Schools as would give the Scholars a ſuffi. 
cient Knowledge of choſe Languages, and like- 
wiſe diſpoſe them to an early Piety, and qualify 
them in their riper Years to makea diligent and 
deep Search into the Scriptures, wherein are 
contain'd ſuch Noble and Divine Truths, as when 
read and conſider'd with an humble, honeſt and 
praying Heart and Mind, will certainly be * . 
able 


_— 


(m) Job xiv. 4. Pal li. 5. fat. lviii. 3. Jab iii. 6. 
Fe. v. 12. Fpheſ. ti. 3. 
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(*) 
able for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, and carry 
— on r fron Grace to Grace, and from 


th to Strengeh, till . the precious 
= of the eternal Son of Gop we enter into 


the inconceivably bliſsful and endleſs Joy of 
the Lorp. 
hly-touch*dh 


Tuosr Parents who are thr 
with a Senſe of the real Neceſſity of nouriſhin 
np their Children in the Knowledge of ſuc 

hings as are of Everlaſting Concern, do find a 
ſtrange Delight ſpringing up 1n their Minds, when 
they can perceive in their Children a ſincere De- 
ſire to be inſtructed in the Ways of their heaven| 
Father, which will always be found to be moſt 
peaceful and pleaſant Ways. 

How will it increaſe the Ha pineſs of 'the 
Parents, when they behold them. ſhining in cha 
Kingdom of Heaven, and , conſider that Gg 
was graciouſly pleas d in his abundagt Mercy td 
make hem el dne n bring 
their Children out Snares and Dunes nger pf 
this World, through the alone Merits, t 
and all powerful Interceſnon of Jesus Cuxisr, 
to that — and Eternal Weight of Glo- 
wt; Ap how * the Childrep exult in. the 

y Increaſe of their ir Parent, F 1 who 
— and brought them up amidſt Varlet) 
of Temptations from the) Fleſh the Word, "an 
the Devil, and made Gop's Word . on) aly Rae 


of their Education: ? 
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MN Fg: certain chat all RN believe the 
Viet * Goſpel. Promiſes of Eterna! Lite; 
2 ſhould not only ftrive through Car 157 
Wy ESS Tesvs, to obtain that ineſtimable 
ppi 5 therpſelves, but endeavour what the hey 
can that any others, who are intruſted to their 
Care, fhoul uld be made likewiſe Partakers of the 

Sue Glorious Inheritance. 

As you ate therefore intruſted with the Go- 
yernnient of Grammar-Schook, ſo the Souls of 
thoſe Children and Youth who are trained up in 
them, require that this Care ſhould be conftenly 
and conſcientiouſly obſerved by b. 

(a) Whom ſhall he teach 3 ſaith the 
Prophet Iſaiab, and whom ſhall he make to under- 


So Doctrine? Them that are weaned from the 


Mill and drawn —_ the Breaſts. For Pre- 


t, muſt be upon Precept, Precept upon Precept, 
3 ne upon Lane, Line upon Line, bere a lutle and 
there 


u * 


— = 


(a) Compare J/aiah vxviii. 9, 10. with Heb. v. 12. 


„ Cos oo RT "yY ww WW  ,j, 


(9) 
there a little, which is repeated Word for Word 
in the 13th Verſe of the fame Chapter to ſhew 
the great Importance of it. Twas the Lokp 
Gop of Iſrael who ſpake thus by Zeremiab, (b) 
The wiſe Men are aſhamed, 'they are diſmayed and 
taten; lo, they bave rejected the Word of the 
Lox o, and what Wiſdom is in them ? (e) I love 
them that love me, ſays Wiſdom, and thoſe that 
ſeek me EARLY hall find me. If you will lay theſe 
things very ſeriouſly and cloſely ro Heart in the 
Fear of God, there is no Doubt but he will 
uide and direct you to what is moſt proper on 
uch a neceſſary and urgent Occaſion. Tis ear- 
neſtly recommended ro your Care faithfully to 
put the Statutes: and Rules in Execution, where 
any ſuch have been made for the Chriſtian Edu- 
cation of the Children by the - pious -Founders 
and Benefactors of your reſpective Schools, and 
where no ſuch wiſe Proviſion has been made, 
twill be a Work highly deſerving your utmoſt 
Care, and very acceptable through JESUS 
Cunxisr to Gop ALMIGHTY to ſupply this 
great Deſect, by introducing/ſome Greek and Latin 
Chriſtian Authors into your Schools. But where 
Statutes and Regulations have been made for this 
Excellent Purpoſe, tis abſolutely incumbent ori 
the Truſtees to ſee that the Will of the Charita- 
ble Donors be punctually comply d with. Among 
Dean Cole's Statutes for the Uſe of St. Paul's 
School, of which he was Founder, there is a re- 
markable one in the following Words: 1 
+ « As touching in this Schole what ſhall. be 
« taught of the Maiſters, and learned of the 
« Scolars, it paſſeth my Witte to devyſe and 
« determyne in Particular, but in General to 
VC ſpeake 


— 


(b) Jer vii. 9. 00 Prov. viii. 17. 


is. —_ 


« ſpeake and ſume what to ſaye my Minde. 1 
«© would they were taught always in good Lit- 
<« terature both Laten and Grete, and good Au- 
tors, ſuch as have the verye Romayre Elo- 
0 2 joined with Wiſdome, ſpecially Chri- 
<<. {tian Autors that wrote their Wiſdome with 
«© Clean and Chaſte Laten, other in Verſe or in 


« Proſe; for my Intent is by this Schole ſpecially 


to encreaſe Knowledge and Worſhippinge of 
<< Gon, and our Loxn CARISπ Jtsv, and good 
„ Chriſten Life and Manners in the Children. 
«© And for that entent I will the Children learne 
« firſt, above all, the Catechizon in Exgliſbe, 
ic and after, the Accidens that J made, or ſome 
other, yf any be better to the Purpoſe, to 
« induce Children more ſpedely to Laten 
«c Speche. And then JInſiuutum Chriſtiani Ho- 
< minis, whiche that learned Eraſmus made at 
« my. Requeſte, and the Boke called Copia of 
« the ſame Eraſmus, And then other Autors 
« Chriſtian, as Lactantius, Prudentius, and Pro- 
« ba, and Sedulius, and Juvencus, and Bapliſta 
« Mantiuanus, and ſuch other as ſhall be thought 
« convenient, and moſt to ſe with true 
« Laten Speche; all Barbary, all Corruption, 
« all Laten adulterate which ignorant blind 
4 Foles brought into this Worlde, and with the 
« ſame hath dyſtained and poyſoned the old 
« Laten Speche and the verye Romayne Tongue, 
« which in the Tyme of 7 _ and Salluſt, and 
Virgil, and Terence was uſed; which allo St. 
« Jerome, and St. Ambroſe, and St. Auſten, and 


„ many holy Doctors learned in their Times. 


„] ſay that Fylthineſs, and all ſuche Abuſion 
« which the later blinde Worlde brought in, 
+: which more rather may be called Blotterature 
“ than Litterature, I utterly abannyſhe and ex- 
r clude out of This Scole, and charge the _ 

* « ſters 
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Author, is very 


( IT ) 
« ſters that theye teache alwaye that is beſt, and 
« jnſtruct the Children in Grete and redynge 
« Laten, in redynge unto them ſuch Autors 
« that hath with Wiſdome joyned the Pure 
« Chaſte Eloquence.“ | | 

*T1s very evident from this Statute what were 


the Sentiments of Dean Collet, with regard to 


the Expediency and Neceflity of an early and 
religious Education; and *tis a pityable Thing 
that Children ſhould be deprived of the mighty 
Benefit intended them by the pious Care of 
Founders, through the Neglect of thoſe Perſons 
whoſe Duty it is to take Care that the Ma- 
ſters train them up in the Knowledge, Fear, and 
Love of Gop, and in the Hatred and Abhor- 
rence of every of Sin and Wickedneſs. 
And indeed every faithful religious Maſter, 
would greatly rejoice to find himſelt at full Li- 
berty to put ſuch Greek and Latin Authors into 
the Hands of his Youth as would make them 
good Scholars, and what is infinitely better, 
teach them, through the gracious Enlight'nings 
of the eternal Spirit, to become pious Chriſtians. 
Such a Religious Education of your Youth, would 
prove, by Gop's Bleſſing, extremely beneficial to 
the Publick, but if otherwiſe as greatly prejudi- 
cial to ĩt. 

Tux following 


tion from “ an excellent 
rtinent to the preſent Purpoſe, 
and is hereby offer'd to the ſerious Conſideration 
of all thoſe who are any ways concern'd in the 

important Charge of School-Education. 
I ſhall only take Notice of another Error of 
very dangerous Tendency, that is but too com- 
* monly committed in this great Affair. It is that 
the impure Heathen Authors are put into the 
| | « Hands 


® See Monro's Juſt Meaſures of the Pious Inſtitution of | 
Youth. Edinburg Edition, 


(12) 


Hands of young People very early, and even 


before they have received any ſolid Informa- 
«*« tions of Divine Things, and good Impreſſions 
<« have taken either none at all, or no very deep 


« Root in their Hearts. I take it that the 


<..Metamorphotis of Ovid, and Homer's Iliads 
t are no very proper Syſtems of Divinity to be 
taught young Perſons ; for it is certain that 
<« theſe Authors are ſtuffed, not only with groſs 
“ and ridiculous Falſhoods, but do alſo abound 
« with Commendations of the uglieſt and baſeſt 
« Vices; and it is hard to determine how far 
«the Belief and Love of theſe villainous Abſur- 
« dities may inſinuate into young and uninformed 
« Hearts. Alas! the corrupt Nature of Man is of 
<« itſelf ſo. prone to Wickedneſs, that it needs not 
<<. theſe early Incentives to puſh it forwards ; and 
* if things were traced to their true Originals, it 


«« would perhaps be found that the unhappy Tin- 


« ctures which ſome have receiv'd from their 
« early Peruſal of theſe impure Authors before 
their being ſolidly inſtructed in True Divinity, 
% may have been no inconſiderable Cauſe of 
<« that wretched Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs into 
& which, in their riper Years, they did degenerate. 
&« For when depraved and unhollowed Wits 
do meet with theſe Writings, whoſe Contents 
ate agreeable to their corrupt Inclinations, as 


d they readily drink them in, ſo they quickly. 


receive Impreſſions from them, which in pro- 
ce ceſs of Time take Root, gather Strength and 
«© grow, and are improved into Principles; 
<< eſpecially conſidering the Devil will not fail 
<« to aſſiſt and promote his own Divinity, ſuch 
«< as certainly Heatheniſm was, which being 
« defigned to delude Mankind, to keep them 
& jn the Dark, and to divert them from the true 
« Geb and his Light, could not be owing 
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( 1g ) 


tt to any other Original but his infernal Inſpi- 


wk « rations; and what the Conſequence of this 
5 « may be, let all ingenious and ſerious Souls 
ep 66 determine. at i 
he « HowEeVER I would not be underſtood to 
ds « ſpeak here of thoſe Heathen Writings, which 
be « contain in them very profitable and uſeful, 
at « yea and divine Things; ſuch as are the Wri: | 
py « tings of, ſome Pythagoreans, of Epiftetus, and 
ad &« the like, whom Juſtin Martyr in his Apology, 
(> &« and others, have aſſerted to have been endued 
ar « with a Chriſtian Spirit. Theſe may be very 
* « advantageouſly peruſed, and it ſeems to be very 
ed « unaccountable, as well as ſadly to be lamented, 
of that Cuſtom hath not made the latter ſo com- 
ot « mon in Chriſtian Schools as the former; bur 
1d that we need not wonder that the great Ene- 
it « my of Souls uſes his utmoſt Endeavours to 
n- « ſhuffle out every Thing that might be inſtru- 
a, % mental to ſeaſon young Hearts aright, and 
e « doubtleſs he is very well pleaſed to ſee that 


« they receive their firſt Impreſſions from his 
of « Divinity, for this may give him juſt Ground 
« to hope that his after Attempt to engage them 
4 in his Service will be the more ſucceſsful, 

« IF it, be pretended, that the Deſign of 
e putting theſe Authors into the Hands of young 
46 Perfons ſo early is, that thereby they may be 
« acquainted betimes with the, Purity of the 
« Greek and Latin Tongues, It is anſwered 
ee that ſince we have ſuch Variety and Plenty, 
« the Excellent, Learned, and Pious Monu- 
© ments of Chriſttan Writers, both Ancient, 
« Chryſoſtom, Nazianzen, Cyprian, Ferom, Lacs 
« tantius, Prudentius, &c. and Modern, ſuch 
« as Caſtalio, who hath. preſented us. with the 
„ Elegancies of the Latin Tongue in his polite- 
4% Tranſlation of the Bible inta Latin; as. Eraf- 


«© PANS 
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( 14) 


„ mus hath done in his excellent Paraphraſes on 
% the New Teſtament, and Buchanan in his ad- 
s mirable one in Verſe on the P/alms: Since 1 


« ſay we have ſo great a Store of ſuch Writings 
« as theſe, wherein we may learn not only the 


« Purity of the mentioned ges, but alſo 
* together with them, many Edifying, Uſe- 
ful, and Divine Things, there is certainly no 
« Neceſſity that we ſhould make our Re- 
1 courſe to the impure Sources of Heathemiſm, 
© to be acquainted with the Purity and Orna- 
« ments of Tongues. Doubtleſs it were a better 
« Way by far to put into the Hands of young 
« People at firſt ſuch Writings as would not 
« only inform them of the Propriety and Ele- 
« gancy of Languages, but alſo drop ſome 
« uſeful Inſtructions into their tender Hearts, 
« that ſo as they advance in the Knowledge of 
« the Languages, they might do the fame like- 
« wiſe in Piety and in the Knowledge of Divine 
« Things. And then afterwards, when by be- 
« ing well inſtructed in, and having received 
« due Impreſſions from thoſe Things that are 
« truly Divine, their Hearts are ſufficiently 
« guarded againſt being infected by the Vanities 
<« of theſe airy and fabulous Writings, they may 
« the more innocently and with the leſs Ha- 
% zard peruſe them, but with theſe two Cau- 
« tions, iſt, That too much of their Time 
« be not employ'd that Way; for Time which 
« is beſtow'd on us, that in it we might prepare 
« and dreſs our Souls for Eternity, is more 
« precious than that any large Portion of it 
« ſhould be ſquander'd away and ſpent on im- 
«< pertinent and vain Trifles. 2dly, That they 
c peruſe them with pious Deſigns, that is not 
« to gratify a vain Curioſity, or to take a Ground 
« of Pleaſure and Delight rom them; but ſe-' 
« rjovſly 


(15) 
« rioufly to inform themſelves of the Follies 
« and Vanities of Heatheniſm: and how dark 
«« and fooliſh, how ſe and wicked cor- 
« rupt Nature becomes when left to itſelf, and 
« ywithal to take Occaſion, from this Difcovery, 
« to give God hearty Thanks for having ac- 
« quainted them with better Things, and in fine 
« to reſolve to make good Improvements of 
« their Light and Advantages, leaſt Gop by 
« their Diſobedience and Ingratitude be pro- 
„ yoked to abandon them as he did thoſe Hea- 
« thens (d) who held the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs ; 
« but if we do not peruſe them with this View, 
ce and with theſe Diſpoſitions, it will be better 
« wholly to paſs them by, and to deny ourſelves 
« the vain Pleaſure of looking into them. Nay 
«« this we muſt and ought to do, if we find 
« that they become Snares and Temptations 
« ynto us, ingroſing our Time and Thoughts, 
« taking hold of our Affections and too exceſ- 
« ſively engaging our Curioſity ; which obliges 
«« me to relate what an excellent Perſon aſſures 
« us from his own Experience, namely, that 
« he ſcarcely ever peruſed a Page in theſe Au- 
« thors, but he was ſenſible his better Part in- 
« curred ſome Diſadvantage thereby ; and re- 
counts it as a ſpecial Vouchſafement of Divine 
% Goodneſs, that by this means he was frighten'd 
« from a more curious Peruſal of them.” 
Tuis ſmall Tract ſhall be cloſed with theſe 
emphatical and Holy Words of the great Apoſtle 
of the Heathens (e) bat , ays he, were 
Gain to me, thoſe I counted” Loſs for Cyrisr ; 
yea, doublleſs, and I count all things but Loſs, 
for the Excellency of the Knowledge of CarisT 
Jesvs 


— 


— — 


* Rom. i. 18. 


e P hit. iii. 7, 8, 9. 
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Irsus my.Lorp : for whom I have ſuffered the 
Loſs of all Things, and do count them but Dung 
that may win Ca RIST, and be found in bim nat 


baving mine own Righteou 3 the Law, 
the Faith of Cyr1sST, 
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